14 PROCEEDINGS of the CONVENTION

armed Force that is, or may be employed to carry into execution the feveral unconfti-
tution:] and oppreflive a&s-of the Britifh parliament for laying taxes in America, to
enforce the colle¢tion of thofe taxes, and for al.ering and changing the conftitution
‘and internalpolice of fome of the united colenies. - —
RESOLVED unanimeufly, ‘That this province hath hitherto exerted itfelf, and will up-
on all occafions continue to exert itfelf, with cheerfulnefs and alacrity, in the common
caufe, agreeable to the faith pledged in the union of the colonies: and if it fhall appear
to this province neceflary to enter into a further compaé with the other colonies for
the prefervation of the conftitutional ri%hts of America, this province will enter into
fuch further engagement for that purpofe. B _
REsoLVED unanimoufly, - That this Convention, by a refolution of the 15th day of
this inftant, hath made fufficient provifion to prevent a neceflity for any perfon within
this province now taking the oaths for the fupport of government under the crown of
Great-Britain, and that it is the opinion of this Convention, that it is not neceflary
that the exercife of every kind of authority under the {aid crown fhould be now totally
fupprefl.d in this province, and all the powers of government exerted under the autho-
rity of the people. | " - |
ResoLvED, That the honourable Matthew Tilghman, E’q; and Thomas Johnfon,
jun. Robert Alexander, Samuel Chafe, Robert Goldfborough, William Paca, Tho-
mas Stone, and John Rogers, Efquires, deputies now re-eleCted by ballot to reprefent
this province in Congrefs, be, and they or any three or more of them are, empowered
to reprefent this province in Congrefs until the end of the next feflion of Convention,
as fully as they might, until the end of this feflion of Convention have done the
{ame, under their former appointment. | |
RESOLVED ananimeufly, T hat as this Convention is firmly perfuadcd that a re-union
with Great-Britain on conftitutional principles would moft effe@ually fecure the 1ights
and liberties, and encreafe the ftrength and promote the happinefs of the whole empire,
objects which this province hath ever had in view, the faid deputics are bound and di-
refted to govern themfelves by the inftru@ions given to them by this Convention in its -
" fefon of December laft, in the fame ghanner as if the faid inftru&ions were particular-
ly repeated. .
Agreeable to the order of the day the Convention proceeded to take into confiderati-
on the petition of lieutenant Uriah Forreft, preferred on behalf of himfelf and lieute-
- nants William Sprigg Bowie, and Benjamin Brooks, fetting forth, that from the con-
du@ of their captain John Gunby of the fecond independent company of regular troops,
“they had caufe to fufpect his zeal for the rights and . liberties of America, and praying
to be removed from faid company ; and on hearing and confidering the proofs and alle-
gations offered, as well by the petitioners as_the faid John Gunby, ResoLveDp, That
it is the opinion of this Convention that the faid captain John Gunby, far from having
given any juft caufe to fulpect his zeal for the rights and liberties of America, hath by
his conduét manifefted a laudable zeal in defence of the rights and liberties of America
in general, and this province in particular. -
ESOLVED therefore, that the faid petition be rejected.
Mr. Bond has leave of abfence for a few days.
The erder of the day for taking into confideration the late intercepted letters to go-
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